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Education Ph.D.  Anthropology, Graduate School and University Center of the City 

University of New York. October 2001/ Dissertation Title “Broken 
Grounds: The Politics of the Environment in Oaxaca, Mexico.” 
Committee: June Nash (Chair), Marc Edelman, Ida Susser, Ronald Nigh 

 
M.A. Anthropology, Hunter College, 1996 (en route) 
 
B.A. Anthropology, University of Wisconsin--Madison, 1990  

 
 
 
External Awards Recognizing Scholarship 
 
2013 Book Award for Stealing Shining Rivers: Agrarian Conflict, Market Logic, and 

Conservation in a Mexican Forest. “Best book on Mexico in the social sciences published 
in 2012.” Awarded by the Mexico section of the Latin American Studies Association.  

 
2008 Junior Scholar Award, Anthropology and Environment Section of the American 

Anthropological Association. In recognition of “The Political Economy of the Ecological 
Native.” American Anthropologist 109 (3): 452-462, September 2007. Best peer 
reviewed article of 2007 by non-tenured scholar working in environmental and ecological 
anthropology.  
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External Research Grants 
 
2017-2019 
 Humanities without Walls: The Work of the Humanities in a Changing Climate, Mellon 
 Foundation. “Political Ecology as Practice: A Regional Approach to the Anthropocene.” 
 PIs Omur Harmansah, Molly Doane, Ralph Cintron, and David Wise. $145,000. 
 
2018 Collaborative Research Proposal, National Science Foundation, Cultural Anthropology 
 Division: Cultivating Wellbeing: The Social, Ecological and Health Effects of Urban 
 Gardening in Chicago, PIs Molly Doane, Alaka Wali, Emily Minor, and Joanna 
 Michel, 115,000.00 Pending. 
 
2018 Wenner Gren Foundation Grant, Cultivating Wellbeing: The Social, Ecological and 
 Health Effects of Urban Gardening in Chicago, PI Molly Doane, 20,000.00 Pending. 
 
2007-2009   
 National Science Foundation Senior Research Grant “The Cultural Politics of Fair Trade 
 Coffee: Commodifying Social Justice.” $18,929, UIC 
 
2006-2007  
 National Science Foundation Senior Research Grant “The Cultural Politics of Fair Trade 

Coffee: Commodifying Social Justice,” $78,669, Marquette University  
 
2006 Wenner-Gren Senior Research Fellowship for “The Cultural Politics of Fair Trade  
 Coffee: Commodifying Social Justice,” $24,800, Marquette University 
 
2003  Richard Carley Hunt Post-Doctoral Fellowship, Wenner-Gren Foundation, $15,000 to 

write “Remapping Authority: The Politics of the Environment in Oaxaca.”  (Now 
“Stealing Shining Rivers: Agrarian Conflict, Market Logic, and Conservation in a 
Mexican Forest”) 

 
1999 Yale University Foreign Languages Area Studies: Intensive Nahuatl, $5,000. 
 
1998 Institute for the Study of World Politics Dissertation Writing Award, to write “Broken 

Grounds: Agrarian Conflict and the Politics of the Environment in Oaxaca.”  $8,000. 
 
1996 Wenner-Gren Foundation Dissertation Fellowship, $11,000.    

 
1996 National Science Foundation Dissertation Improvement Award, $9,508.  
 
1996 Institute for the Study of World Politics Dissertation Research Award, $4,000. 
 
1996 Inter-American Foundation, Pre-dissertation Fellowship, $3,000. 
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PI Status on External Research Awards for Graduate Students 
2012 National Science Foundation Doctoral Dissertation Research Improvement Grant,  
 Laura Nussbaum-Barberena “Engaging the Everyday Politics of Dispossession in South-

South Migration: Transnational Organizing Among Nicaraguan Women Migrants and 
Sending Households.” Molly Doane, PI.  24,000. Awarded.  

 
2011 National Science Foundation Doctoral Dissertation Research Improvement Grant, John 

Michels  “Gentrification of Space in the Almaguin Highlands” (title changed to “The 
Causes and Consequences of Land Use Changes in Rural North America.” Molly Doane, 
PI.  19,000. Awarded.  

 
2008 National Science Foundation Senior Research Grant REG Supplement to “The Cultural 

Politics of Fair Trade Coffee: Commodifying Social Justice.” To aid graduate student 
research: John Michels, “The Gentrification of Space in the Almaguin Highlands.” 
$4,992, UIC 

 
University Awards and Recognition 
2017 Chancellor’s Global health and Wellbeing Seed Grant, for “Cultivating Wellbeing: The 
 Cultural and Ecological Significance of Urban Gardens in Chicago.”  $15,000.00 
 
2017 Dean’s Award for Faculty Research, “Cultivating Wellbeing: The  Cultural and 
 Ecological Significance of Urban Gardens in Chicago.”  $5,000.00 
 
2017 Institute for the Humanities Faculty Research Award for “Cultivating Wellbeing: The 
 Cultural and Ecological Significance of Urban Gardens in Chicago.”  $5,000.00 
 
2014 LAS Dean's Award for Faculty Research in the Humanities for Meaningful Markets: The 
 Culture and Politics of Fair Trade Coffee, $5,000.  
 
2013 UIC Faculty Award Ceremony to recognize external book award 
 
2013 Faculty Research Fellowship, Office of the Vice-Provost, UIC, $1,000 
 
2012    Faculty Research Fellowship, Office of the Vice-Provost, UIC, $1,000 
 
2012 Nomination, Graduate Mentoring Award, Anthropology Graduate Student Association 
 
2011-12 
Faculty Fellow, Institute for the Humanities, UIC. Full teaching and service release for the 

academic year to participate within the Institute and to write Meaningful Markets: The 
Culture and Politics of Fair Trade Coffee.  
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2012 LAS Dean's Award for Faculty Research in the Humanities for “Making Local Culture: 
Organic Agriculture and the Creation of Community in Western Wisconsin.” $4,000. 

 
 
University Awards and Recognition, Cont’d 
2012    OSSR Research Grant Support Program in the Social Sciences for “Making Local 

Culture: Organic Agriculture and the Creation of Community in Western Wisconsin.” 
$8,000. 

 

2012   OSSR Seed Grant for “Making Local Culture: Organic Agriculture and the Creation of 
Community in Western Wisconsin.” $5,000. 

 
2011 Junior Faculty Research and Travel Award, UIC, $750. 
 
2011  Faculty Research Fellowship, Office of the Vice-Provost, UIC, $1,000 
 
2011 Faculty Foreign Travel Award, UIC, $750. 
 
2011 Caterpillar/Lasuri Mentor Award, Dean of Students, $1,000. 
 
2011 Junior Faculty Research and Travel Award, UIC, $1,000. 
 
2010 Lasuri Faculty Mentor Award, Dean of Students, $1,500. 
 
2010 Caterpillar/Lasuri Faculty Mentor Award, Dean of Students, $1,000. 
 
2010 Faculty Research Fellowship, Office of the Vice-Provost, UIC, $1,000. 
 
2009 Faculty Research Fellowship, Office of the Vice-Provost, UIC, $1,000. 
 
2009  Faculty Foreign Travel Award, UIC, $750. 
 
2007 Junior Faculty Research and Travel Award, UIC, $750. 
 
2006 Regular Research Grant (January-June) and Summer Faculty Fellowship (July-August) 
 for “Brewing Social Justice: Fair Trade between Milwaukee and Chiapas.” $9,800. 
 Marquette University. 
 
2004 Cultural Diversity Curriculum Competition Award for new course “Continuity and 

Change in Latin America.” $3,500. Marquette University 
 
2004 Faculty Development Grant, College of Arts and Sciences, Marquette University, $3,500 
 
2000 Graduate Teaching Fellowship, Graduate Center CUNY, $20,000. 
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1998 Spitz Alumni Distinguished Dissertation Writing Award, Graduate Center, CUNY, 
$10,000. 

 
 
 
Books Published 
 
 Doane, Molly.  Stealing Shining Rivers: Agrarian Conflict, Market Logic, and 
 Conservation in a Mexican Forest. University of Arizona Press. 2012. Paperback 2017 
 

Reviewed in American Ethnologist, Human Ecology, Canadian Journal of Latin 
American Studies, Environmental History, Choice; Bulletin of Latin American Research 

 
 
Articles in Print 

Doane, Molly. “From Community Conservation to the (Lone) Forest Ranger: 
Accumulation by Conservation in a Mexican Forest.” Conservation and Society, 12(3): 
233-244, 2014 
 
Doane, Molly and Ida Susser, Guest Editors, special focus section, “Austerity, Inequality, 
and Resistance in the  Midwest.” Anthropology Now 6(3). 2014 

 
 Doane, Molly and Ida Susser. “Introduction: Neoliberalism and The Roots of 
 Resistance,” Anthropology Now 6 (3): 1-8. 2014 
 
 Doane, Molly. “Politics on the Family Farm,” Anthropology Now. 6 (3): 46-53, 2014 
 

Doane, Molly “Orphans in the World System: Maya Coffee Producers in Chiapas, 
Mexico.” Anthropology Now 3 (2): 17-27, September 2011.   
 
Doane, Molly “Relationship Coffees: Structure and Agency in the Marketplace.”  In 
Sarah Lyon and Mark Moberg, eds. Fair Trade and Social Justice: Global Ethnographies, 
pp. 229-257. New York University Press, 2010.   

 
 Doane, Molly. “The Political Economy of the Ecological Native” American 
 Anthropologist 109(3): 452-462, September 2007. 
 

Doane, Molly. “The Resilience of Nationalism in a Global Era: Megaprojects in 
Mexico’s South.” In June Nash, ed. Anthropology of Social Movements, London and 
Medford, MA: Blackwell, 2004. 

 
Doane, Molly. "A Distant Jaguar: The Civil Society Project in Chimalapas, Mexico.”  
Critique of Anthropology 21: 361-381, 2001 
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 Doane, Molly. “Crafting Campesino Technologies.” Anthropology of Work Review. Vol. 
XXI, Number 4, Winter, 2000. 

 
Publications under Review and in Preparation  
 
Doane, Molly. Meaningful Markets: The Culture and Politics of Fair Trade Coffee  (Book 
manuscript, under review).  
 
 
Other Publications (encyclopedias, reviews, newsletters, websites) 
 
2017 Blog article: “Cultivating Wellbeing through Chicago Gardens.” WeCanGrowIt, Peterson 

Gardens. November 1 
 
2017 Blog article:  For the Environment and Society current research blog, July 1, 2012: To Be 

Human is to Live as though there is Hope.” http://www.envirosociety.org/2017/07/to-be-
human-is-to-live-as-if-there-is-hope/ 

 
2015 Blog article:  For the Environment and Society current research blog, November 12: 

“Working Dreams: Organic Farming in the midwest.and Mexico.” 
 http://www.envirosociety.org/2015/11/working-dreams-organic-farming-in-the-midwest-

and-mexico/ 
 
2014  Blog Interview: 
 https://aesengagement.wordpress.com/2014/08/11/molly-doanes-stealing-shining-rivers-

transnational-conservation-meets-a-mexican-forest/ 
 
2013 Book Review, The Struggle for Maize: Campesinos, Workers, and Transgenic Corn in 

the Mexican Countryside. Journal of Peasant Studies, 40 (4). 
 
2013 Book Review. Enclosed: Conservation, Cattle, and Commerce Among the Q’eqchi Maya 

Lowlanders. Anthropological Quarterly, Vol. 86, No. 2, p. 645-650.  
 
2007 “Anthropology and Agoraphobia.” Dare to be Fabulous.  June 1.  

http://www.daretobefabulous.com/guestcolumn2/2007/06/agoraphobia-and-
anthropology-by-molly.html 

 
2007  “Structure and Agency in the Fair Trade System.” Anthropology News, December   
  
2005 “SANA Panelists Highlight Labor at the 2005 AAA Meetings” Anthropology News, 

November.  
 
2005 “SANA Panelists Highlight Labor at the 2005 AAA Meetings” North American 

Dialogue, reprint, November) 
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2005 “Trading in Coffee: Nature, Space, and Commodity Chains” with Paige West, 
Anthropology News (January 2005). 

 
2003 “It Happened in Halifax: The SANA/CASCA Conference 2003." North American 

Dialogue: Newsletter of the Society for the Anthropology of North America 6(1): 17-18. 
 
2001 “The United States” in Melvin Ember and Carol Ember, eds., Human Relations Area 

Files, Countries and their Cultures. Farmington Hills, MI: Macmillan Press.  
Other Publications, Cont’d  
 
2000 Book Review, Katrina Brandon, Kent Redford and Steven Sanderson, eds., Parks in 

Peril:People, Politics, and Protected Areas. Island Press. In Human Ecology 28,4:121-
125. 

 
2000 Environment: Central and South America.” In Cheris Kramarae and Dale Spender, eds. ,  

Routledge International Encyclopedia of Women: Global Women’s Issues and 
Knowledge. Volume 2. New York: Routledge, 572-575. 

 
1999 “Proposals, Projects and First Fieldwork.” in Daniel Bates and Elliot Fratkin, eds.,  

Cultural Anthropology.  Boston:  Allyn and Bacon, 54-57 
 
 
Teaching 
 
2018  Engaged Humanities Initiative, Mellon Foundation 
   Humanities 101: Understanding the Anthropocene 
 
2013- 2018 Associate Professor of Anthropology, University of Illinois at Chicago 
   Anthropology of Food (ANTH 314) 
   Sociocultural Theory I (ANTH 500) 
   Anthropology of Globalization (ANTH 219) 
   Seminar in Environmental Anthropology (ANTH 594) 
   Seminar in Economic Anthropology (ANTH 594) 
   Anthropology of Social Movements (ANTH  473) 
 
Fall 2013 Associate Professor of Anthropology, Sabbatical Leave 
 
2012-2013 Assistant Professor of Anthropology 
   World Cultures: Introduction to Sociocultural Anthropology (ANTH 101) 
   Anthropology of Food: Food Justice (ANTH 394) 
   Anthropology of Globalization (ANTH 219) 
   Seminar in Cultural Ecology (ANTH 453) 
 
2011-2012 On Fellowship Leave, Institute for the Humanities, UIC 
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2007- 2010 Assistant Professor of Anthropology, University of Illinois at Chicago 
   Anthropology of Globalization (ANTH 219) 
   Graduate Seminar: Social and Cultural Theory II (ANTH 501)  
   Anthropology of Social Movements (ANTH 394 and ANTH 494) 
   Ethnography of Mesoamerica (ANTH 277) 
   Neoliberalism in Theory and Practice (ANTH 594) 
   Globalization, Development and the State (ANTH 594) 
   Globalization, Technology, and the Environment (ANTH 394) 
   Alimentary Anthropology: the Culture and Politics of Food. 
 
 
Teaching, Cont’d 
2003-2007 Assistant Professor, Marquette University 
   Introductory Anthropology 
   Culture Change and Development 
  
  Human Geography 
   Development of Anthropological Theory 
   Continuity and Change in Latin America 
   Riot, Rebellion, and Revolution: Social Movements 
 
2002/3  Visiting Assistant Professor, Temple University 
   Fundamentals of Cultural Anthropology 
   Violence, War, and Revolution 
   Anthropology of Globalization 
 
2001-2002 Visiting Assistant Professor, University of Oklahoma 
   Peoples of the World 
   Sociocultural Theory 
   Graduate Seminar: New World Borders 
 
Invited Lectures and Presentations 
2017 Plenary Address, “Anthropology in the Anthropocene” The Political Ecology of Practice: 

Regional Approaches to the Anthropocene. Conference, Organized by Omur Harmansah 
and Molly Doane, Nov. 1. 

 
2016 Invited Presentation, “Risk and Peril in Fair Trade Coffee Markets,” Ecology and Culture 

Seminar, Columbia University, November 10, 2016 
 
2015 Invited Lecture: “Food Sovereignty in Mexico.” California State University—Northridge. 

March 30.  
 
2015 Invited Public Lecture: “Fair Trade Chocolate is Divine.” Latino Cultural Center, UIC. 

March 12.  
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2014 Invited Radio Interview to discuss “Stealing Shining Rivers.” A Public Affair, WORT 
Community Radio, Madison, WI. June 5.  

 
2013 Invited Lecture: “Conservation, Coffee, and the Market in Nature.” Michigan State 

University. Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies, November 13. 
 
2013  Invited Lecture:  “The Meaning of the Market: Fair Trade Coffee from Mexico to the 

Midwest.”  Community Ecology Department, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 
November 14. 

 
 
 
Invited Lectures and Presentations, Cont’d 
 
2013 Invited Lecture, “From Cooperative Work to Work Cooperatives: gender, family, and 

labor in the fair trade system.” For lecture series “Progressive Cool Inc.: The 
Commodification of Progressive Politics. “Gender and Women’s Studies Symposium, 
Georgia State University, Atlanta, February 21. 

 
2012    Discussant for “New Dispossessions: Imagining non-material origins for accumulation.” 

Meetings of the American Anthropological Association, November 23, 2012 
 
2012 Food Panelist, for the Institute for Policy and Civic Engagement (IPCE), Office of 

Sustainability, and the Energy Initiative Campus Student Dialogue, “Climate Change and 
the Campus.” February 17.  

 
2012 Discussant for panel “Nation-Building, State-Making, and Materiality. “ Second City 

Graduate Conference, UIC, March 4.  
 
2012 “Assessing Fair Trade, Understanding Labels.” Jane Addams Hull House, Rethinking 

Soup, February 2.  
 
2011 “The Perils of Monsanto, The Pitfalls of the Market: Maya Coffee Producers in Chiapas, 

Mexico.”  Human Thread Art Gallery, Chicago, November 11. 
 
2011 “Expanding Trade, Markets of Scale: The Challenge to Alternative Food Systems.” 

Indiana University Midwest Regional Food Studies Conference, Bloomington, Nov. 5. 
2011 “Maya Coffee: Fair Trade Markets and the ‘Social Fix.’” Public Lecture, September 26, 

Institute for the Humanities, UIC. 
 
2011 “Petty Commodity Production.” September 1, CAFS Brownbag Series, Institute for the 

Humanities, UIC. 
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2011 “Branding Fair Trade: Reevaluating the Link between Production and Consumption in 
Ethical Markets.” Invited for a special symposium “Crafts in the World Market: 
Revisiting the Work of June Nash” Society for Applied Anthropology, Seattle, April 1.  

 
2010 “Embedded Economies and Organic Coffee Farming.” Brown Bag Presentation, LEAP 

Program, UIC, April 30. 
 
2009 “Funding Workshop:  Timetables and Tips for designing successful Grant Applications.” 
 Invited Workshop, UIC Graduate Student Club. 
 
2009 “Perspectives on the Fair Trade System.”  Invited Roundtable discussion, Midwest 

regional Convergence of the United Students for Fair Trade, Chicago, Il. February 22. 
 
Invited Lectures and Presentations, Cont’d  
2008 “Cross-Cultural Communication within the Fair Trade System.” University of Wisconsin 

School of Business, November 17. 
 
2008 “Cowboys, Co-eds, and Campesinos: Structures of Feeling in the Fair Trade Coffee 

System.” Department of Anthropology, University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee. Feb. 29. 
 
2008 “From Mexico to the Midwest: The Structure of meaning in the Fair Trade Coffee  

System.” Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies-CLACS,  University of 
Illinois, Champaign--Urbana. March 4. 

 
2008 “Fair Trade Coffee.” Presentation for the Anthropology Club, University of Illinois at 

Chicago. March 6.  
 
2007 “The Jaguar and the Orchid: Transnational environmentalism in Oaxaca” for invited 

lecture, University of Illinois at Chicago. February 22.  
 
2004 “Ethnic Endemicism and Transnational Environmentalism is Oaxaca” for invited lecture 

at Columbia University. February 19. 
 
2003  Discussant for panel “Textual Pathways and Tournaments: Do Policies Have Social 

Lives?” Annual Meetings of the American Anthropological Association, November 20. 
 
2003 “The Jaguar and the Orchid: Transnational environmentalism in Oaxaca” for invited 

session, Meetings of the Latin American Studies Association, Dallas, March 12. 
 
2002 “The Politics of Enclosure: Co-producing Ecology in Chimalapas.” for A&E invited 

session, “Imagining an Ethnographic Political Ecology.” Annual Meetings, American 
Anthropological Association Meetings, November 20-24. 

 
2002 “Detonating Development: Debating the Meaning of (Neo) Liberalism.” Invited lecture, 

Social History and Theory Colloquium, Temple University, October 24. 
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Conference Organizing and Organized Keynotes 
2017 The Political Ecology of Practice: Regional Approaches to the Anthropocene. 

Conference, Organized by Omur Harmansah and Molly Doane, Nov. 1-2. 
2017 Keynote Presentation by Bruno Latour, “Facing Gaia.” UIC, Nov. 2 
2016 “Walking With the Subjects of History: Indigenous Communities’ Fight for Autonomy 

and Human Rights in Mexico and Beyond.”  A keynote talk by Irma Ilsy Vásquez, 
attorney with the Fray Bartolomé de las Casas Human Rights Center. Co-sponsored by 
Anthropology, the Latino Cultural Center, LALS, the Social Justice Initiative, and the 
Institute for the Humanities. March 28, 2016 

 
2013 Food Justice: Interdisciplinary Perspectives, UIC, April 4-6, 2013 

A Conference sponsored by the University of Illinois at Chicago Institute for the 
Humanities and the Chicago Area Food Studies Working-group. 

 
 
Conference Organizing and Organized Keynotes, Cont’d 
2012 First Annual Second City Graduate Conference, Faculty Advisor, March 3 
 
2012 Keynote Lecture, Neil Smith, "2011 and All That:  From Ideology to the Confluence of 

Revolts" March 3, 2012, UIC, First Annual Second City Graduate Conference.  
 
2003  Conference Chair and Co-Organizer with Lindsay Dubois for “On Edge: Anthropology 

in Troubling Times” Joint Conference of the Canadian Anthropological Association and 
the Society for the Anthropology of North America, Dalhousie University, Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, May 8-11. 

 
2003 Keynote Lecture, Laura Nader, “Thinking about power: Controlling Processes.” Joint 

Conference of the Canadian Anthropological Association and the Society for the 
Anthropology of North America, Dalhousie University, Halifax, Nova Scotia, May 10. 

 
Organized Conference Sessions 
2017  Session Organizer, with Caitlyn Dye, “Organizer for panel, The Country in the City: 

political ecology, practice, and urban nature.” Annual Meetings of the American 
Anthropological Association, Washington, D.C., December 2. 

 
2014 Session Organizer, with Nicole Peterson and Paige West, “Contemporary Theory in 

Environmental Anthropology. Annual Meetings of the American Anthropological 
Association, Dec. 2-6, Washington D.C. 

 
2014 Session Organizer, With Nicole Peterson and Paige West, “Roundtable: Contemporary 

Theory in Environmental Anthropology. Annual Meetings of the American Anthropology 
Association, Dec. 2-6, Washington D.C.   
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2013 Austerity, Inequality, and Resistance: a Community/Anthropological Dialogue on 
Detroit, Chicago and Madison. AAA Special Event, Hull House, November 21, 2013. 
Co-organized with Ida Susser and Susan Hyatt. 

 
2013 Marketing Alternatives and Alternative Markets: Gendered Narratives of Economic 
 Development. Annual Meetings of the American Anthropological Association, Chicago,
 IL. November 23, 2013. Co-organized with Melissa Schrift.  
  
2013 Rethinking Uneven Development, Co-organized Roundtable with Paige West, Center for 

Diaspora and Transnational Studies Conference “Grabbing Green” University of Toronto, 
May 17-19.  

 
2013 Session Organizer, with Susan Levine and Gayatri Reddy, “Urban Agriculture and 

alternative Food Systems: Havana, Detroit, and Chicago.”	Food Justice: Interdisciplinary 
Perspectives. A Conference sponsored by the University of Illinois at Chicago Institute 
for the Humanities. April 4-6, 2013. 

 
 
Organized Conference Sessions, Cont’d 
2013 Session Organizer, “Local Agriculture, Global Food, and the Politics of Scale.” Food 

Justice: Interdisciplinary Perspectives. A Conference sponsored by the University of 
Illinois at Chicago Institute for the Humanities. April 4-6, 2013. 

 
2012 Session Organizer, with John Michels, “Producing the Countryside: Industry and 

Sustainability at the Crossroads of Agriculture.”  Annual Meetings of the American 
Anthropological Association, November 22, 2012.  

 
2010 Session Organizer, with Paige West, “Natural Circuits: the Political Ecology of 

Commodities.” For the Annual Meetings of the American Anthropological Association, 
New Orleans, November 2010. 

 
2007 Panel Organizer, “Brewing Social Justice: A Conversation about Fair Trade Coffee.” 
 Marquette University, March 20. Co-sponsored by Justice, SEAC, Anthropology Club, 
 and Center for Transnational Justice.  
 
2006  Session Organizer, “Trading in Coffee: Nature, Space and Commodity Chains.” Society 

for Cultural Anthropology, Milwaukee, May 4-5. 
 
2005 Session Organizer, with Jeff Maskovsky, “World Wide Walmart: A dialogue with Liza 

Featherstone and Bill Fletcher about race, class, and gender warfare.” Invited by the 
Society for the Anthropology of North America section of the AAA for the Annual 
Meetings in Washington, D.C. Nov. 30- Dec. 4.  

 
2004 Session Organizer, with Paige West, “Trading in Coffee: Nature, Space and Commodity 

Chains.” Invited by the Anthropology and Environment Section of the AAA for the  
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 Annual Meetings in San Francisco, Nov. 20, 2004. (Meetings cancelled) 
 
2003 Session Organizer/Chair, with Hugo Benavides, “The Local Global: Latin America as the 

Crossroads,” Annual Meetings of the American Anthropological Association, Chicago, 
November 23. 

 
2003 Session Organizer, “Latin Americans on the Edge,” SANA/CASCA conference, May 4. 
 
2001 Session organizer, with Hugo Benavides, “Reworking the Field: Anthropology in the 

Millennium,” American Ethnological Society Meetings, Montreal, May 5. 
 
1999 Session organizer, with June Nash, “American Environments North and South: 

Indigenes, inhabitants and others in globalization,” Annual Meetings, American 
Anthropological Association, Chicago, November 17.  

  
1998 Session organizer, with Jonathan Hearn, “Taking Liberties: Contesting Visions of the 

Civil Society Project.” American Anthropological Association, Philadelphia, Dec. 5.  
 
Volunteered Conference Papers 
 
2018  “Sanctuary Gardens: Politics, Place, and Nature in Chicago” American Anthropological 

Association Meetings, November 16, 2018  
 
2018 “Ecologies of Place: Refugees and restorative practice in the city.” HWW Presentation,  

September 21. 
 
2018  “Cultivating well-being, Securing Place: Refugee and Immigrant Gardeners in Chicago.” 

Authors: Molly Doane (University of Illinois at Chicago); Alaka Wali (Field Museum). 
Meetings of the Society for Economic Botany,  
Madison, WI., June 4, 2018.  

  
2018 Discussant for Discussant for "Change and Insurrection in the Anthropocene. Second 

City Graduate Student Conference, March 10, 2018.2017 “Urban Gardens as 
Ecological Infrastructures.” Political Ecology as Practice Conference, UIC, Nov. 2 

 
2017 “Urban Gardens as Ecological Infrastructures.” Political Ecology as Practice Conference, 

UIC, Nov. 2 
 
2017 Discussant for panel Ambivalent Stewards, Part I: Communities, Disparities, Shifting and 

Resilient Subjects at the Conservation-Extraction Nexus. AAA Meetings, November 29, 
2017.  

 
2016  Discussant for panel “Beyond Anthropos? The Politics of Interspecies Relations.“ Second 

City Graduate Student Conference, March 5, 2016, UIC.  
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2015 Discussant for panel “Endangered Health, Endangered Environments.” “American 
Anthropological Association Meetings, Denver, CO.  November 22, 2015.  

 
 
2014 “Working Dreams: Organic Farming in the Midwest and Mexico.” American 

Anthropological Association Meetings, Dec. 5, 2014.  
 
2014 Discussant for “Tracking Ontological Imaginaries in Multispecies Worlds.” American 

Anthropological Association Meetings, Dec. 6, 2014.  
 
2014 Discussant for “The network doesn’t stop at the door”: intentional practices and the 

everyday reproduction of community organizing.” Society For Applied Anthropology, 
March 19, Albuquerque, New Mexico.  

 
2014 Discussant for “Consuming Value: Markets and Meaning.” Second City Graduate 

Student Conference, University of Illinois-Chicago, March 1, 2014.  
 
 
Volunteered Conference Papers, Cont’d  
2013 “Gender, Family and labor in the fair trade coffee system.” Annual Meetings of the 

American Anthropological Association, Chicago, IL. November 23, 2013.  
 
2012 “Organized Responsibility and the Fascism of the Family Farm: When the Neighbor 

Poisons the Well.” Annual Meetings of the American Anthropological Association, San 
Francisco, November 15.  

 
2012 Discussant for “New dispossessions: imagining non-material origins for accumulation.” 

Annual Meetings of the American Anthropological Association, San Francisco, 
November 16.  

 
2011 “From Community Conservation to the Lone (forest) Ranger:  Environmental Services 

and the Market in Nature.” For Invited Session: “Environmental Governance and Policy: 
Moving beyond the Legacy of the Rational Actor and Individual Responsibility.” Annual 
Meetings of the American Anthropological Association, Montreal, Nov. 16-20.  

 
2010 “Maya Coffee: Fair Trade Markets and the Social Fix.” American Anthropological 
 Association Meetings, New Orleans, November 17.  
 
2010 “Embedded Economies, Virtualism, and the Social Fix: the Fair Trade Coffee System 

from Three Vantage Points.” Council of European Studies. Montreal, Canada, April 16.  
 
2010 “Changing Representation and Challenging Practices in the Fair Trade Coffee System.” 

Society for Applied Anthropology, Merida, Mexico, March 26 (paper presented in 
absentia).  
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2009 “Translating Nature? Environmental Values in Rural Mexico. Meetings of the 
Association for Environmental Studies and Sciences. Madison, WI. October 10.  

 
2009 “Colonial Coffee/Revolution Roast: representation and practice in the fair trade coffee 

system.” Joint meetings of the Canadian Association of Social and Cultural Anthropology 
and the American Ethnological Society. Vancouver, B.C. May 13, 2009. 

2007 “Relationship Coffees: Structure and Agency in the Fair Trade Coffee System” Annual 
Meetings, American Anthropological Association, December 2, Washington, D.C.  

 
2006 “Coffee, Peace, and Nature.” Society for Cultural Anthropology, Milwaukee, May 4. 
 
2003 “Gender of the Nation” Joint Meetings of SANA and the Canadian Association of Social 

and Cultural Anthropology (CASCA), May 4. 
 
2002 “Through the Looking Glass: (neo)liberals in Wonderland.” Joint Meetings of the Society 

for the Anthropology of North America (SANA) and the Canadian Association of Social 
and Cultural Anthropology (CASCA), Windsor, Ontario, May 4.  

 
Volunteered Conference Papers, Cont’d  
 
Volunteered Conference Papers, Cont’d  
 
2001 “Island Ethnicity: Constructing Chima Territory in Oaxaca” Latin American Studies 

Association Meetings, Washington, D.C., September 6-8.   
 
2001 “Anthropologist as Other: Studying up in the Field” American Ethnological Society 

Meetings, Montreal, May 5. 
 
2001 “Taming Nature: Environmentalism as a Global Discipline” American Ethnological 

Association Meetings, Montreal, May 3. 
 
1999 “Legislating Autonomy: Environmental Planning in Chimalapas.” Annual Meetings,  
 American Anthropological Association, Chicago, November 17. 
 
Book Series, Editorial Boards and Collectives 
 
2013-  Co-editor, with James Igoe, Dan Brockington, Bram Büscher, Tracey   
  Heatherington, and Melissa Checker: “Critical Green Engagements:  Investigating 

the Green Economy and Its Alternatives, “ an environmental book series for 
University of Arizona Press.  

  
2015-  Editorial Board, North American Dialogue 
 
2014-  Editorial Board, Environment and Society 
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2007 -  Consulting Anthropologist and Review Board, Wenner Gren Foundation for 
Anthropological Research. (Proposal Screening: Mexico, environment, US, 
commodities, consumption, social movements, food, organics, urban agriculture) 

 
2002-5   Editorial Board, American Anthropologist. 
 
Other Professional Activity and Affiliations 
 
2006-2018 Peer-Reviewer for Journals: Cultural Anthropology, Anthropology of Work 

Review, Antípoda-Revista de Antropología y Arqueología, American Ethnologist, 
Journal of Peasant Studies, Journal of Rural Studies, Conservation and Society, 
Environment and Society, Journal of Latin American and Caribbean 
Anthropology, Journal of Political and Legal Anthropology (PoLar), Culture, 
Agriculture, Food and Nutrition, Human Organization, Antipode, GeoForum, 
Human Ecology, American Anthropologist, Museum Anthropology, Comparative 
Studies of Society and History. 

 
2011-2018  Peer-Reviewer for Academic Presses: Oxford University Press, Duke University 

Press, University of Arizona Press, Prentice-Hall, Columbia University Press, 
University of California Press, SUNY Press, Bozen-Bolzano University Press, 

 
 
 
Other Professional Activity and Affiliations,Cont’d 
 
2006-18 Grant Proposal Reviewer, Wenner-Gren Foundation, National Science 

Foundation; Social Science Research Council—IDRF Program, National 
Geographic.  

 
2013-18 External Reviewer for tenure cases: 5 confidential reviews.  
 
2010  Competition Judge: for Junior Scholar Award, Anthropology and Environment 

Section of the American Anthropological Association.  
 
2008  Reviewer, Catholic Relief Services, Fair Trade Fund. 
 
2002-06 Program Committee, Society for the Anthropology of North America.  
 
2004/5  Chair, Program Committee, Society for Anthropology of North America, AAA 
 
2001-4  Executive Board, Treasurer, Anthropology and the Environment Section, AAA.  
 
2000-2  Executive Board, Member-at-large, Society for the Anthropology of North 

America, American Anthropological Association. 
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Department and University Service 
 
2018  Executive Committee 
 
2017-  Associate Head of Anthropology 
 
2016-  Director of Undergraduate Studies, Anthropology 
 
2017-  Academic Freedom Committee, UIC Faculty Senate 
 
2014-17 UIC Faculty Senate, Social Sciences.  
 
2014-  UIC Faculty Union, LAS Representative and Chair, Shared Governance 

Committee 
 
2015-  Political Ecology Working Group, Institute for the Humanities: co-organized with 

Omur Harmansah, Art and Art History. 
 
2014-  Sustainability Committee 
 
2018-  LASURI selection committee 
 
Department and University Service, Cont’d 
 
2015-18 Fulbright Interview Committee 
 
2015-18 Chancellor’s Award Committee 
 
2014  LAS Internship Enhancement Committee 
 
2013-17 Honors College, Reviewer for Admissions of Continuing and Transfer Students 
 
2017-  Curriculum Committee Chair, Anthropology 
 
2008-16 Graduate Admissions Committee, Anthropology 
 
2017-18 Diaspora Cluster Search Committee 
 
2012-13 Diaspora Cluster Search for Senior Hire, Co-organizer and search committee 
 
2012-14 Search Committee, Postdoctoral Fellowship in Food Studies, Institute for the 

Humanities, UIC 
 
2011-15 Food Working Group, Institute for the Humanities 
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2011/12 Second City Graduate Conference Faculty Advisor  
 
2010-2012 Honor’s College Admissions Committee 
 
2011  Chancellors Award Committee Judge 
 
2010-11 External Review Committee, Department of Anthropology 
 
2010-12 Faculty Mentor, Lasuri Program and Lasuri/Caterpillar Program, UIC 
 
2011-12 Fellow, Institute for the Humanities, UIC 
 
2011-12 Faculty Mentor, Chancellors’ Award Program 
 
2008-11 Graduate Award Committee (Charles Reed, Provost, and University Dissertation 

Award nominations), Department of Anthropology 
 
2008-2010 Undergraduate Awards Committee, Department of Anthropology 
 
 
 
 
 
University and Institutional Affiliations 
 
2008-2018 Consulting Anthropologist, Wenner Gren Foundation for Anthropological 

Research 
 
2013-16 Affiliated Associate Professor, Latin American and Latino Studies 
 
2008-16 Adjunct Curator, Field Museum, Chicago 
 
2008-16 Graduate School Faculty, University of Illinois at Chicago 
 
2008-16  Honors College Faculty Mentor, UIC 
 
2012-16 Affiliated Faculty, Social Justice Initiative 
  
2012-16 UIC Sustainability Initiative, Steering Committee 
 
2012-16 Faculty Ambassador, Latino Cultural Center, UIC.  
 
2011-16 Chicago Area Food Study Group (CAFS), Steering Committee   
 
2014-16 UICUF Faculty Representative, LAS 
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2012  Academic Consultant, Jane Adams Hull House, for public programming of 

exhibit “Unfinished Business: 21st Century Home Economics.” 2012-2013 
 
 
Student Advisement and Mentoring 
 
Graduate Advisees: John Michels (Ph.D. 2013), Laura Nussbaum-Barberena (Ph.D. 2016), Luisa 
Rollins-Castillo, Caitlyn Dye, Kevin Suemnicht, Emily Fowler, Caroline Ryciuk. 
 
Graduate Committees: 
Past: Amy Samuelson (UW-Milwaukee, Ph. D. 2012) Karlee Johnson (DePaul MA, 2013), 
Stephanie Baker (UIC History, Ph.D. 2012), Deirdre Guthrie (Ph.D. 2010), John Michels (Ph.D. 
2013), Evin Rodkey (Ph.D. 2015), Erin Antalis (Ph.D. 2015), Laura Nussbaum-Barberena (Ph.D. 
2016), Steven Davis (Ph.D. 2016), Ellen Kang, Ryan Schnurr (UIC Communications, MA 2016), 
Dylan Lott (Ph.D. 2016), Alexander Markovic (Ph.D 2017), Molly McGown (left program), 
Tanya Islas (MA LALS 2017), Douglas Smit (Ph.D. 2018), Zachary Blair (PH.D. 2018) 
Current: Luisa Rollins, Caitlyn Dye, Kevin Suemnicht, Emily Fowler, Caroline Ryciuk, Ben 
Linder, Emily Baca, Damien Peoples, Elizabeth Gravalos, Elizabeth Obregon, Kim Garza, Nell 
Kozinski (Disability Studies), Charlie Corwin (UIC Urban Planning), Aditi Aggarwal, Jozi 
Chaet, Jessica Larsen (UIC Communications), Alexis Smith (UIC Urban Ecology). 
 
 
Senior or Honors Thesis Committees: 
William McSurley; Sara Hamden, Jennifer Tanglao, John Capua, Chelsea Brown, Bridget 
Hansen, Alicia Lobo, Ivana Cibej 
 
Honors College Advisees:  
Hannah Findlay, Hilary Leathem, Colleen O'Sullivan, Anton Kociolek, Jennifer Tanglao, Lea 
Crowley, Bridget Hanson, Alicia Lobo, Andrew Krejinsci, Haley LeRand, Jordan Alcantar 
 
Lasuri/Caterpillar Mentees: 
Sheila Butler, Anton Kociolek, Jennifer Tanglao, Haley LeRand 
 
Chancellor’s Award Mentees: 
Adam Peterson, Colleen O’Sullivan, Jared Gastreich 
 
University Research Experience:  
Anna Klebine, Haley LeRand, Sophie O’Connor, Marilyn Morales-Quezada, Hanwen Zhang 
 
Sustainability Fund Internship: Alex Hohonsen 
 
Public Health Internship: Mary Kate Kozak 


